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Introduction to Community-Supported Agriculture

Winkler Partners-Ahui Transitional Organic

What is Community-Supported Agrlculture"

The basic idea of Community-
Supported Agriculture is sim-
ple—the farmer provides the food
and consumers in turn agree to

consumers invested in the suc-
cess of a farm come together to
support the farm by pledging to
purchase products of the farm over
the long-term and to help bear the inherent risk of farming
itself. Everyone shares in both the bounty and the risk of
the farm. Community-Supported Agriculture is as old as
human community itself, however, its modern incarnation
had its beginnings in Japan, Germany, Switzerland, and
the U.S. It is starting to take root here in Taiwan as well.

Community-Supported Agriculture is “...a tiny revolution
in your daily life. It begins with a farm connecting with
one family, and then another. This concept of community
is based on sharing the harvest, sharing expenses, and
hands-on participation on the farm.”

— %L1 2% TSAI Pei-hui of Taiwan Rural Front
from Sharing the Harvest {FEI13% #Bif405)

Connection between farmers and consumers.

CSA members get to know the farm
and the farmer in a variety of ways,

distribution, or working in exchange &
for farm products. Through hands-
on involvements, members feel
personally connected to the farm,
and farmers get to know the people
who eat the food they grow.

Caring for the land where your food is grown.

Generally, a CSA serves the community nearby and mem-
bers have access to ultra-fresh locally grown food. CSAs
give us the opportunity to put community action into

our daily lives. By the very act of eating locally-grown,
organic produce, we improve our health, the health of our
community, and the land on which we live.

Variation on the theme.

Variations on the basic CSA model are abundant and are
specific to the needs of members and farmers. Cing-song
Mi 7147 here in Taiwan is a CSA that collects money
for shares of rice up front. Shares in rice are distributed
when rice is harvested. Fushan CSA S8 (G
charges a membership fee and vegetables are paid for
separately. The membership fee helps the farm weather
major crop loss due to natural disasters, upgrade equip-
ment, and purchase seedlings.

Join the WP-Ahvui CSA!
Winkler Partners A=

entered into a CSA-like relationship
with Ahui’s transitional organic farm
in the Tucheng former arsenal area TUCHENG
in 2009. Since 2006, WP and Wild at N
Heart Legal Defense Association have
worked with area residents to keep this area free from
commercial development. WP colleagues purchase
vegetables from Ahui in the longterm by prepaying
for vegetables several months at a time. And under

a sliding scale fee structure, members can choose a
price above the NT$300 base price. Currently mem-
bers pay NT$300, 400, or 640 per week for weekly
delivery of at least five different kinds of vegetables.

Why purchase vegetables from Ahui?
At least four obvious reasons:

1. Vegetables are ultra-fresh and nutritious because
they are picked the same day they are delivered.

2. Ahui makes rich compost to improve the soil
using Pierre Loisel’s food waste composting methods.
3. No chemical fertilizer or pesticides are applied.

4. Soil and vegetable samples are tested yearly
for residues of heavy metal. For the past three
years, results have been well under limits set by
the government.

Supporting Ahui’s farm also means you are:

1. Helping to retain a biologically diverse green space
in the greater Taipei area. Ahui’s farm provides a safe

haven for insects, birds and small animals. More than

40 varieties of butterflies, 10 different amphibians and
30 bird species were counted between 2007-2010.

2. Buying vegetables grown nearby. Ahui’s farm is
located just five minutes from the Tucheng MRT sta-
tion. Shorter distance = smaller carbon footprint!

3. Helping to keep more small organic farms alive in
Taiwan, and resist Tucheng City’s push to develop
this area.

4. Helping the joint effort of several major environ-
mental protection groups in Taiwan, including the
Butterfly Conservation Society of Taiwan and Wild
Bird Society of Taipei.

Call for free sample vegetables today!
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